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Columbia Heights annual Shop with a Cop benefits
more families than ever before
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By Kassie Petermann

During the sixth year of the Columbia Heights Police Department’s Shop with a Cop
program, a total of 14 families benefited from the community’s generosity.

The program began in 2010 with about four or five families participating each vear. In
2014, the number grew to eight families.

Sgt. Justin Petcher and School District 13 Urban

Ligison Leureen Saaverda shop with Marlene
Segura-Villa on Dec. 18 in Fridley. (Sun Focus
staff photo by Kassie Petermann)

This year's donations totaled approximately $5,000. Columbia Heights Police Association
members and donations from community partners make the event possible.

Businesses that have donated include the Columbia Heights Activity Fund, DuAll Services,

Minnesota Petroleum Services, Northeast Bank emplovees, Prudential and 5t. Timothy's
Lutheran Church.

“This is my favorite COP (community oriented policing) event each vear,” said Sgt. Justin
Pletcher, who has participated in Shop with a Cop the last two years.

“The fact that it grows every single yvear and almost doubled from last yvear shows how
much our community gives back” he said.
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Officers and police department staff began taking families shopping at the Target in
Fridley on Dec. 15.

This year, four Hispanic families were part of the program, and interpreters from the
Columbia Heights School District assisted.

Mariene Segura-Villa selects items for her

children from a toy aisle on Dec. 18 with Sgt.
Tustin Piletcher, School District 13 Urban Linison
Leugen Saavedra and Officer Dale Sorensen. (Sun

Focus staff photo by Kassie Petermann)

Pletcher, Officer Dale Sorensen and School District 13 Urban Liaison Leueen Saavedra
shopped with Marlene Segura-Villa on Dec. 18.

Segura-Villa is the mother of eight children, three of which attend Valley View Elementary
in Columbia Heights.

She said she is so happy to be part of the Shop with a Cop program because she didn't
have enough money for Christmas presents.

‘I don't have the words to tell you how I feel” Segura-Villa said with gratitude.

“It makes vou realize vou've got it pretty good, and there are people in Columbia Heights
that a little bit of assistance goes a long way,” Sorensen said.

Contact Kassie Petermann at kassie.petermann@ecm-inc.com
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